CANCELLATIONS IDENTIFY PERFINS 116&12/75 
By Mike Burrows. 





In the article by Kenneth & Barbara Kloss concerning the 
S.S. HELOUAN and the LLOYD TRIESTINO perfin, the question was 
raised - Can our readers suggest other instances of perfins whose 
users are identified by a postmark? (May-June 1975 issue, page 2). 

This brought to mind the cancellations of the Foreign Branch 
of the British Post Office, which were made available for certain 
private companies. 

The first example was issued in November 1865 and was used 
by SMITH, ELDER & COMPANY (Fig. 1). This Company was taken over 
by HENRY S. KING & COMPANY in 1868 but the distinctive postmark 
(Fig. 2) was not issued until September 20th 1875. Although the 
business of Henry S. King & Company was banking, it was the 
Official Stock Exchange Lists that they sent out that warranted 
the postmark. 

The next company to obtain a special obliterator was WILLIAM 
DAWSON & SONS (Fig. 5). Issued on 13th February 1880, a smaller 
type is also known. William Dawson had another mark issued for 
their use (Fig. 6) on 13th May 1890. 

A mark similar to Fig. 5 is known for W.H. SMITH & SONS, 
with S S in place of the D S(Fig. 7). 

It is believed that all the above mentioned obliterators 
were intended to precancel stamped wrappers, so as not to delay 
dispatch from printer to post office. However, some are known 
cancelling adhesive stamps, both ordinary and perfined. 











HENRY S. KING & COMPANY Stamps Known 
667 H.S.K/&Co. Postmark Fig. 2. 
12,10,10/12,8,6 4% (IIIa) 1874 (August 10th) (S.G.51 
Scott 32) 1%d rose-red 
plate 3. 
1.2 K 10 5 This perfin can be found 


with a variety of Foreign 

Branch cancellations, two 
examples are shown in Figures 3 & 4. When this perfin superceded 
No. 667 is not known, but 1d lilac (S.G.172 : Scott 89) and 1%d 
(S.G.167 : Scott 80) exists on piece cancelled London MAR 5 1883. 


WILLIAM DAWSON & SONS 

437 D.S. 11,10 6% Postmark Fig. 5. 
1884 (lst April) 
1%d lilac (SG 188 : Scott 99) 
2d lilac (SG 189 : Scott 100) 
1887 (lst January) 
6d purple (SG 208:Scott 119) 





W.H. SMITH & SONS 





As yet no perfins with the 
special obliterator are known to the writer. 
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Cancellations identifying 


In the article by Kenneth &Barbara Kloss 
concerning the ses. HELOUAN and the LLOYD 
TRIESTINO Perfin, the question was raised - 
Can our readers suggest other instances of 
Perfins whose users are identified by a 
postmark? (April 1975,page +). This brought 
to mind the cancellations of the Foreign 
Branch of the British Post Office, which 
were made availablefer certain private com- 
panies. 

The first example was issuedin November, 
1865, and was used by SMITH, ELDER & CO. 
(Figure 1). This company was taken over by 
HENRY S. KING & CO. in 1868, but the dis- 
tinctive postmark (Figure 2) was not issued 
until September 20, 1875. Althoughthe busi- 
nessof this company was banking, it was the 
Official Stock Exchange Liststhat they sent 
out which needed the postmark. 

The next company to obtain a special ob- 
literator was WILLIAM DAWSON & SONS (Figure 
5). Issued on 13th February 1880. A smaller 
type is also known. William Dawson had 
another mark issuedfor their use (Figure 6) 
on 13th May 1890. 

A mark similar to Figure 5 is known for 
W. H. SMITH & SONS, with "SS" in place of 
"DS" (Figure 7). 

It is believed that allof the above-men- 
tioned obliterators were intended to pre- 
cancel stamped wrappers, so as not to delay 
despatch from printer to post office. How- 
ever, some are imown cancelling adhesive 
stamps, both ordinary and Perfinned: 


HENRY S. KING & CO. Postmark, Figure 2 
667. H.5.K/&. 12,10,10/12,8,6 44 (rita) 
1874 (August 103 ld. rose-red plate 3 
(SG 51, Seott 32) 

1.2 K 10 
This Perfin can be found with a variety 
of Foreign Branch cancellations. Two ex- 
amples are shown in Figures 3 and 4. When 
this Perfin superseded 667 is not known. 
However, a ld. lilac (SG 172, Scott 89) 
and ltd. venetian red (SG 167, Scott 80) 
exist on piece cancelled in London on March 

5, 1883. 


WILLIAM DAWSON & SONS Postmark, Figure 5 
37. D. 11,10 6 
1884 (April 1) ld. lilac (S 188 





Scott 99) 

2d. lilac (SG 189 

Seott 100) 

1887 (January 1) 6d. purple (SG 208 
Scott 1193 


W. H. SMITH & SONS 
As yet, no Perfins with the special ob- 
literator are known to the writer. 


A copy of the British Perfin Catalog 
has been purchased by the Club and 


will be available for all members in 
the Club Library. 





